ee REPORT OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1959. 


Comrade George (Bloomsbury) ond Comrade Brain (Swansea Group) 
were elected Chairman end Vice Chairman respectively. 


Appointment of Tellers. It was agreed that the Standing 
rders Committee act as Tellers. 


It was agrecd to take -umendments to Rule on Saturday afternoon. 


Membership & Organisation. 


Resolution 1.(Wood Green & Hornsey) "That this Conference appoints 

@ Comittee to investigate the method of election, scope and function 
of the Executive Comzitteo, with a view to suggesting any improvements 
that mignt be made. 

That the Committee's report be duplicated and sent to 211 members” 
Wood Greon & Hornssy Delegate asked that Comrade Boucher be allowed 

to spcak on this resolution for the Branch. 

Resolution MeKone (Wood groon & Hornscy)& May (Paddington) "That 
Boucher bo hoard", AGRESD. 


Boucher (Woodgrocn & Hornsey) We have been tossing idcas ad out in our 
anch as the presont method of clecting the E.C. leaves something 

to be dosircd. 1/3rd of the members who vote for the B.C. do not 

sco tho 5,.C.in action. We could porhaps have & smell Gcnoral 

Secretary's Committoc to deal with routinc corrcspondence, a policy 

committce, a finance committce cte. all doing the routinc bake es 

and once a month or onec a quarter have a general Party Mccting at H.O. 

or Conway Hall to discuss other matters, It would be morc democratic. 

Confcrcenecc might appoint 2 or 3 moembcrs, prcefcrebly membcrs who hava 

not bccn on the 3.C. for some yoors but who attond H.O. rogularly 

and could form opinions. 


Bloomsbury Dclcgatc. Bocause we don't sce the individual there is no 
reasen oe vc should vote for them, It is from the active membcorship 
of thc Pe that we cloct tho 14 D.C. mombcrs, It is a silly rosolution 
and we shall oppose it. 


Islington Dclcgatc. We shall opposc. We thought there would be somce- 
thing rovolutionary on this. Mombors of the B.C.are nominatod by the 
brenchcs and thcy should know who thoso mombcrs aro. Thoy aro tho Sati, 


membcrs who arc nominate It will be nothing loss than a troublcosono 
agercgatc of committcocs if tho Woodgrcen Delogato's ideas aro agrocd 


ches, 


Bosildon Delogate.Wo arc opposed to tjce idea of sctting up committe 
and committccs publishing reports costing about £50. Wo could ea 
better by our available sourccs. Why not put any ideas like a 
concrete tcrms,. 


Woodgrcon Delcogato. Tho main point is that the reports wo ete a 
the &.C. arc eprciatal and no distant membor can form a eh nion 
of tho B.C, and the work thcy do from thoso reports. .i cormitte we 

conduct only tho business handod to it. 


~ 
g 


RESOLUTION 1, LOST.14 - 29, 
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE REPORT wos read. cones reyes 0 
permission to sit without crcdonticls. 


Resolution Webb (Hompsteand) & Mostyn ey ” 
be adopted and the dclogatc be allowed ide 


It wos agrocd to dofor Item A for asocuacton u 


A 
re) wo at a evols to achicve the 


te i of much of our -telobatoais alae 


Paddington Dologato. Thore arc sbout 200-500 members in tho Party who 
aro active. This activity could be more uscful if channelicd and: 
Co-ordinntcd nore than at present. Tho Party's propaganda is very littlo 
co-ordinctcd with our writton propaganda. The &.8. from time to tine 

is publishod with perhaps a loading article dcaling with a specific 
subject. To got the full bencfit from this it should in some way be 
linked up with tho Spoken word. ¢.g. Hungary where wo foll down in this 
way. Wo made no co-ordinated cffort to uso tho S.3. or organise moctings 
to doal with that subjoct, Lest yoor at slscrmaston Paddington branch 
did try to organiso somothing and if it had not boon for Paddington 
branch the Party would havo had flothing or little to say or do on thiss 
The situation donandod activity not by a branch alone but the activity 

of the Party as a wholo. This yoar thoy aro marching back from Ald6r- 
naston, but the Party has not organised onything. Paddington broneh has 
got out a lenflot but tho D.C. could not read it because of prossuro OF 1 
work ond we arc publishing it anyway. Complete lack of Party offorts Pe 
Efforts put into indoor ond outdoor mectings arc dissipated in some ways Wr 
bocause of a lack of a finishing proccss. How many tines at our moctings | eo 
aro people told of the possibility of joining the Party. We want Party 
spoakcrs to toll people they can take a linc of action = joining the Party. 
ond making our cffort o grceatcr one. Wo should have coordination oF 
branch activitics in various arcas. Thore is a possibility of branches ah, 
doing somothing togothcr, having a joint mocting, lecture ctc. \ 


Vian 


Voodgrcsn Delogato. This itcm incorporates part of our resolution which 
was just lost, whcn we montionod tho function of the B.C. Its function 
is to do work sont to it by tho branches. It is not the function of the 
H.C. to havo work outside that work. That is why wo suggcat small 
conmittccs should bo sct up. What has beon done about the coming 
clection? It is the Woodgrecn & Hornscy policy that this is 2 good idea 
and should be discussed with tho idea of doing something and not just 

a& lot of talk, 


Bloomsbury Delogatc.Two ycars ago at Confcrenec very little was said on 
propagenda and I suggcstcd it wes about time wo had a prcepaganda 
mocting on somcthing important at that timo - tho Russian business. 
There was a resolution passed and in a few wocks timo thore was a big 
mecting at Dennison Housc. That was not onough. Whon thoro is a real 
targot pcg away at it. This H.Bomb business will go on and on. We 
cught to have consistcnt and consccutivo moctings on this. It pays to 
have big mcctings instoad of small branch onos,. 3m 


Islington Dologatc. I don't think there is any doubt about it thas 
whon Paddington organised the trip to Aldermaston it was very 
and I am oll for the idoa of this concentration and co=operat. 
branchcs cspecially when mectings of other organisations aro 
to soll litorature. .n idea I have hed for some ting 
suggestcd at Confcrcnec was that once of the bost motho 
rating tho offorts is for the Party to have a marches, 
laughed at 2-300 mcmbcrs marching. It would probably 
nificant but if the Party carcs to plan a short march 
up sone of tho bost slogans that any organisation co 
up. Wo could have a mocting in Trafalgar Square. 


Basildon Dolog:to. We are convinecd that tho criticiens™ 
brench aro valid and that thie is a casc where tho Beco er 
with those concerned at a conference with Paddington brai 
these idcas can be implementcd. The Propaganda Commiti 
Orgenisor end tho %.C. should put into operation toge 

put forward by Paddington branch. 


G.C.Mombcr. I an glad tc soc that these sort of idoas 

ore cffcctive uso of our propaganda could be mad 
around us under Capitalisn,i.c. Hikoyan'’s visit 
for trade and attending capitalist bongusts o 
concerned about 24a intolloctucls and writi 
not such things aos unemployment ctc. Thero ; 
sccondary cvcents, ~a 


yi » 
a * 


ens 
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Paddington Delegate. I hope it has been in the mind of members for 
some time that the most important Comittee of the Prrty seens to 
heve boon the Propaganda Cormittec., The only time we hear from the 
Propaganda Cormittes nowedays is when they write to branches asking what 
they proposc to do about outdoor meetings. Thore were two mestings 
at Dennison House, one orgenised by the Propaganda Cormmittec last 
year ond the other organised by Paddington branch two weeks ago. 
The first mecting there was nothing outside to show that there was a 
meeting ond two pscople outaid selling the Jocialist Loader, The «ldor- 


maston effort should have been organised by the Propaganda Committos 
not Paddington branch, 


Propaganda Committes Mcmbor. I undorstand Paddington branch are doing 
something reg rding the .ldermaston -arch this yoar. Propaganda has 
to bo thought of by somebody. Tho Propaganda Cormittes is to administer 
tho idoas of othcr branches, not just to initiate propaganda; it is to 
act on behalf of the Party. The Propaganda Committee can act quickly 
to publish lcaflcts otc. On tho ovening the Paddington branch held 
thoir Dennison House mecting there was no conflicting film mo >ting 
at H.O. Paddington branch have boon promising & now platform for Hyds 

Park for some time but this has not come along. Wo don't do things at the 
last momont. We try to got things done in advance woll planned. The 
C.L.S.C.aro organising a litcrature drive in Trafalger Square on 
Nonday. We don't mind criticism but keep it in perspective. 


Ealing Delegetc. We should not underestimate the activities made by the 

arty. ve did got out 50,000 Suoz leaflets in a few weeks. If there is 
nothing to co-ordinate the result is nil . ..woid this pitfall of indulg- 
ing in a wholesale attck on central office administration and orgenisat- 
ion. It is not casy with an active membership of about 150. 


Voodgrecn & Hornsey Delegatc.One of the main failings of orgenisation 
in branches, comniittces ctc. is that they are not able to foresco what is 
going to happen in good time. The main point i6 that we never hed the 
leceflets when the main processions ctc. wore taking place. The 
organisation of last yoor's .ldcrmaston activity was left until the 
last momcnt but they have to be organised very quickly. 
Dartford Delegate. No-one can interpret Paddington Delegate's remarks 
as an attck on anyone. The discussion afterwards did s0. We can take 
back to our branches the romarks of tho Paddington Delegate to invost— 
igate and whcrever possible co-operate with branches in our inmediate 
area to take bottor advantage of oventualitics that oriso. 


Contral Organiser. Perhaps tho dclogatcs ore forgetting that carlicr in 
tho yoar wo had a successful Branch Orgonisors’ mocting at H.O. ond I 
fcol that this is a medium by which greator co-ordination of the Party's 
efforts can be achcived. Those proscnt will remember an intercsting and 
full discussion of a number of projects and propaganda problems ond we 
are calling another for the 2nd weck in spril to discuss May Dey ctc. 

The delegates should go back to thoir branches and stress the importance 
of making these orgenisers' meetings a success becausc thoy can really 


be a means of achciving greater co-ordination ond pooling of ideas ; | 4 
rosulting in bettor propaganda all round. 


Camberwoll Delegete.The main point is to do something about this item, 


e necossary machinery in the Porty docs not oxist whore theso things 
con be cfficicently organised. é ans 


Hackney Dologatc, ‘: aro in the middle of a Porliamentary "Jo", Wo 
suggest here is an opportunity of putting this concentration business 
into effect; it could be tcsted and all thise people who want to do 
something con be down at Hocknoy and concentrate our efforts. 


ST. NDING ORDERS HRIPORT -.t 12.30 -do 
@nd francis (lolington). 


Paddington Delegato.Po.\Aington “ranch «ro not getting at a 
on this issue oot do not underestimate the efforts that the 


pted on the motion of Young (8 By 


ie, 


ats 


- willing +o do things, 

:. and who are willing % Qo thi} | 

sharg Wo are active snd ww A : ‘no Propare 

The mcmpers ve chonnelied i8t0 noro uscful lincs. = rh eer 
forts com oc chonne is aie eee that primarily it is no 

too nienber made interesting points s 

boo rich 


o — rij j C Prenat and . I - 
j Y E r~ Cor ue it UG 4 to instigat y 
function OL the ro ele monde Cc cen 


i eula be their prime function. If their tornms of relies eb 
sparen. vas should be altered. It is a fantastic state of afis 
that effect bey ty hos a large mocting ot Dennison Housc that Beam 
that wnen the Party hos a large mec ing Gv eye March should aan 
@ mosting ct the samc timo ot H.0. Tho ALdormes on y ee mh 
been brought to the B.C. cnd Bditoriol Comittee Last a ee ee 
events when they occur do not always loave you threo or our mon Dae 
careful planning - somctimos they are a.wock or two Gt tho moot, “a 
if the Party gocs about it the right way it cnn do it. 50 members who 
sold Litcrature in Trafalgar Scuare lost Juno were organised in @ few 
days by tclophone ctc, .. lot of cfforts in the Party could have boom 
much more successful with a certrin amount of co-ordination and 
co-operation bctween mombers,. 


FLOOR RESOLUTION: Bowie (Basildon) & Jacobs (Southend). 
"That this Conforence recommends the E.C. to call 
of the Central Organiser Editori 


al Committoc, 
and othcr members to put into effect the co- 
propaganda", 


ray 


a& mecting consisting 
Propaganda Committee 
ordination of Prerty 


Basi tc 8 beon made out for greater co-ordination 
in rarty activities and we should realise that spcced is the thing 

Gnd by thesc moans a machine can bo scot up which will do this thon our 
purposs will be achicved, 


Basildon Dologate.A ease ha 


R3SOLUTION C..RRIBD. 29 - 0, 
COMPs.NION PARTIES, 


.» lettcr from Comrade Fr-nks in Vicnne was road, 
Comrade Jim Milne and Great Milne, the Fratornal Delegates from Canada 
wore introduced by the Chairman, 

Jim Milne addressed the Comfsrence3- 


Comrade Chairnan and Comradcs 
9 


Don't bo alarmed by the bundle of paper 
held in my hand. I havc a greator sonso of socurity ond well boi 


when I am fncing an cudicnes in possossion of paper than when I am trying 
to talk by some other mcens. I havo no intention of talking to you at 
great length. Wo arrived in London on Tucsday afternoon after a ten day 
journey from Winnipeg. Our purpose in bejug here is to visit the S.P.G.B 
to moct as many of the mombers as possible and to attend your Jmnual 
Confercncs. We arc now realising this purpose. We have mot a great 
numbcr of membcrs. We hope to mect many more and I must say that we are 
very dcfinitely overwholmed by o11 thet has happened to us since we : 
arrived on the train at Euston Station. To the delogates prosent ond 
the membership gencrally we bring grectings from tho Socialist etre a 
of Canada. Includcd amongst the tapes which you will hear sone 
during this afternoon there will be onc from Victoria B.C. one 
Hdnmonton,..lberta, and one from Winnipeg. The one from 
records the voice of two outstanding workors for the 
Chris Luff and George Jenkins, For many yoars Comrade 
& vigorous one men campeign ogainst Capitalism in a 
enongst the most conservative in Canada, The Party ha 
its active moments and its quict moments. Comrade Lu: 
any opponent who had something to say or who thou Ks 
to say and wanted to say it in the daily press ha o 
about what he eaid or Chris would be very definitely 
i fow years cgo he was joinod by Comrade Jonkins, ¢ 
filled with knowlodge ond with onthusioan. rere 
a tremendous cmount of success in brocking into © 
journals and putting tho caso for Socialism. Comr 


has an orticle in the current issuc of the W.8. 
scone 


4 ote 


tape you will hear from Edmonton was recorded by an old friend 

ie Party, Comrade Roy Devore. He too has been carrying on & one 

Btrucclo for many yours against the syatom and during rocont yours 
Bs monaged to supplomcnt his income as a part time nowspoper 

Ornist and radio comaiontator. His material consists mainly of 

fsconccs of on old timer in tho Jborta northland and for the most 

mt it is of little use to tho Party although we who are in 3 position 
BS hoor cnd rood his matorial sometimes get a little cnuscmoent out of 

ionacrins just how much his cmployers will 1lct him get oway with .« 

t offoctive offort from our point of view is & talk which he 

> a Wostern notwork of redio stations on the history of the 
Party of Canads, Prepared for obvious reasons from the 

it of an onlooker it had its shortcomings, but it gave tho 

fricndly ond widespronad publicity than we could possibly if 

. for in 2 very long timo. Wo obtained a copy of this talk {| 
md it too sppears in the current issue of the Western Soci-list. The 

finol t.po which wo havo brought with us, and which you will hoar is 


ecoriing of Winnipeg voices, Of these mombors I will say nothing .~ 

‘ill perhaps know morc about them thon Comrades clsowhere i 
o. low in addition to the rocorded tapes, we hove been asked 
verbclly ond through correspcndenes by a number of Comrades in the U.S. 
as wcll as in Canada to carry with us their personal good wishes, 


Comrade Friend of Winnipeg for example besides sending his personal . 
gerectings to the Comfcrence asks to be remombored to Comrades Zileen ) 
ond Jou Keys. He met thom during his bricf visit with members last ; 


yoor ond has not forgotton the specicl efforts that wore mado by then 

to make his visit intercsting and pleasant. Comrade Rab in a note : 

which I reccived form Boston shortly before wo left sends his grectings 

to tha Conforence and montions particularly Comrades Gilmac and D'. rcy 

from whom we add, we on ths othcr sido of the Atlantic have a2 very 

spociol affection. He clso mentions Comrade Holt. 

We slso roccived a letter a fow days ago from Comrade Raddy from 
Vencouver who asks to have his bost wishcs conveycd to Gonradcs 
Gilnac, D'ircy ond Woaltors. Comrade Roddy I would montion is one of the 

most onorgstio men I have evor known. .. fow months ogo, a loading 

Vanvouver ncwsp-per, the Vencouvcr Sun, allowed ono of its writers 

to insort: in his column some nasty rubbish about the Socialist Standard || pnt 
and tho S.2.G.B. This nowspapcr has been hounded constently cvor since 


by Comroads Roddy and this I think has been responsible more than any in 
anything else for the reprinting in the Vancouver Sun of several 
articlics from the 8.5. in addition to ono or rather exerpts from one 
of our own loaflcts,. 
LY 
Now othcr Comrades have asked that they bo mentioncd to you and Rage vnc 
that their grcotings be conveyed but in tho disordered state of the || |Ecppros' 


notes which preparcd cannot now give you any particular references, 
But onc letter to the Party in Winnipeg whieh! h-ve will be of intercst 
because it is from Comrade Frod Evans of the Los Angclos local, ion wou. 


formerly of Winaipog,.nd I beliove formerly of the S.P. I have mado (jpea. if 
sono notes from this lottor. "Glad to hesor Comrade Milne will be in 

Lonion for the 3.P.G.B. Confercneo. I found it hord to gain cntrance 

to the H.O. in London. Thsy havo a front deor but it seems to be +o 


seldom uscd. For sundry reasons they do not hear any pounding on tho | aisrup 
door, There ia an alloy in tho back. You go down a fow stops, remove | 

a pone of glass, put your hand in and turn tho nob on tho inside of 
the door. This is how I discovored most of the membors gain ontrance”™, en | 


dc thought that rather amusing and we thought you would sinilerly. 
Fortunstely, our owm oxpcricnes has not included devious activities of 
this kind. We found wo were sable to ontor the H.9. in a porfoectly 
respectable manncr. ; 


.nd now there is no doubt in my mind, Comrades, that I have spoken 
long cnough. You havc the very sozicus busincss of thr Conference a 
before you and it goos without saying that you =re going to attend to 

it with thc samo kconness and enthusiasm that we oro goi to tae uy 
expericnes in obsorving it. So lot uc say finally thot there are no ; 
words I o:n usc to fully express how decply ws fecl about being = 9)” 
omongst you ond on behalf of tho two of US, oy wife and I, I oxtend ; 


< ee 


em 


nfhen 


of our fondest wishes for the present and future welfare of fi 
S.P.4.B,. May your influence and numbers grow and bring with- 
{ oh the objective that in the last two years has brought 
cw nbers of the S.P.G.B. to the other side to meet us, 

é. vo of our members to this side to meet you. 


T -FCORDINGS WERE P W , 


was agreed to send fraternal greetings to the W.S.P. td. 


'G ORDERS REPORT at 2.45. was read and adopted on the 
‘f “cbb (Hampstead ) & McKone (Woodgreen & Hornsay) 


‘ca 2,(Woodgreen & Hornsey, "That this Conference 
ofsing thata) our opposition to war derives from 


: 
e& ' “t attitude and 1s not a pacifist one simply and solely 
a ‘s>om & princtple of non violence and that 

b) civiliam members of capitalist society 


is © °° the inter-related character of social production, 
tm ‘6 instances be enageged in tasks potentially more 
a “.%78 and anti-social tham some members of the armed 
fol." = apart from the multitude of seemingly pacifist jobs 
Cait ‘1 agriculture etc) which are essential to a military 
é end desiring to remove all possible obstacles to the 
3 “ctic evaluation of the Party's ideas (especiall 
t st those at present engaged in well meaning but thimseseal 
J unsoun@ actions designed to encourage opposition to a future 


KHULES that membership of the armed forces be deemed incompatible 
with membership of the Party". 


AVENDMENT Camberwell & Islington Branches. Delete all after 


ae a ee 


U3 word"Conference” in 1iné 1 of thé fesoiution up to the 


wood grece & Hornsey Delegate. opening up. At the present time 
people 4 over 6 counrty are being drawn into the campaign 
for Nuclear “isarmament. 
While it 1s true that this movement 1s theoretically unsound 
a fairly strong anti war sentiment has been developing ~ 
within it. ; 
what is particularly noticable about this movement is t 
very high proportion of young people of both sexes which ] 
been attracted. 7 
A not insignificant proportion of them aer ho 
labour Party and many are suspicious of all poli 
As one of the essential factors in changing tt 
of any individuals (given that the material pee 
this change possible) is to ensure that the new 
listened to with a measure of respect. 7 
We in our literature and on our plafforms make 
and resounding statements about our opposition to 
that our opposition is genuine —- but what will 
and sincere people some of whom are potential 5 
think of our somewhat equivical attitude to ser 
armed forces. Are they not likely to say — “You 
all the other parties - You say one thing and do 
It 1s not that we wish to institute any kind 
hunting we wish to make the Party's position on ft} 
unimpeachable and impregnable, hae? 
We think that it is not much to ask of mem} 
the interests of the Farty or intending membei 
forces, if they do not feel that a diract 6 
military authorities will serve any useful 
they have finished their conscript service BD 
To those outside,actions speak louder than wo 


a 


berwell “elega We moved the amendment beoanse the middle 
Comberwel olution was a lot of natter about nothing and we are 
conc«rned with the core of the matter and are of the opinion 


that nembers of the armed forces are of no use to the Party. 
Let us have a fixed attitude to members of the armed forces, 


Fulham & Chelsea Franch. We are opposed to the amendment and 
the resolution vecause ve feel that the present ruling of the 
Party that each case be considered on its merits covers all 

7 ualities and does not exclude applicants who are already 
re armed forces and who have a number of years to do and 
n't see why thay should exclude them from the Party. 


20 Yelegate. We are opposed to the resolution and 
Lerge, Wocdtreen and Hornsey in their opening have given 
ose. The present Party ruling is the only safe one. 
 ~sople to join the Party, We think that membership gives 
° of belonging. You always want to do something for 
* you belong to and theyare just as entitled to be 
arty if they have the bad luck to be in the forces when 
nat ~ of us. The square basher does far less harm than 
he 2tist who lets off the bomb. 


ar iss) Delegate.The branch supports the amendment. This merely 
"ec s the principle, but in view of the confusion we should 
es) © 4t. The principle is no.6.of the D.of P. We have no 
:Onivyol over members of the armed forces and they have no 

control of themselves. How can we maintain the independence of 
the Party when we don't have control over menbers. We wont 


impress anyone if we don't state the principles, 


Basildon YVelegate. We were pleased to see this on the agenda 
as we have put it on twice in the past because there is a 
growing awareness among the comrades that to be a member of 
the Party is not only to give lip service to it but to act. 
We do not accept the excuses put forward by members of the 
Party that they can be members of thearmed forces, provided 
they have a good case. We deny that there is any merit in a 
case as to why an individual should be a member of the armed 
forces and also a member of the S.P.G.B. It is not those who 
manufacture the bimbs it is those who use bhhem,. 


Ly 
Non Delegate. It is a pity that theough the Camberwell ~ mi 
amenament the middle of he resolution has been separated from 


the resolution. Camberwell have taken out the arguments which 
are worh considering. Every Party member is expected to act on would 
in every possible situation as a Socialist. It is when he does ea. If 
some specific thing which is considered to be detrimental to the 
Party that we can attend to that. The borderline between uniform 
and others is indistinct and I don't think they will allow a 
complex thing like nuclear weapons to be in the hands of a 
uniformed man. He ts more likely to be a member of the Civil 
Service and it has not prevented the Party sending members 
of the Civil Servige as Delegates to the U.S.A. and Canada, and 
those members have put up as Parliamentary candidates etc. If a 
member voluntarily goes into the armed forces that is a 
separate case. 


Clesazow City Delegate. The branch supports the amendment because 
war fs not in the interest of the working class, We can say our 
hands are clean. A member of the working class may due to 
economic circumstances be forced to join the armed forces 
but let us get rid of that loophole and make it a anh canna 
Socialist case. 


Kingston Delegate. As delegates are instructed, cugeesten 
afscussion was Cnough for a feeling of Conference to be given 
to delegates and we should get on to the more intere V4 
items for @iscussion,. —e -- 


-~Re 


B.C, Member. It has always struck me that 


this is rather 4 
Tuxury that we 


can engage because we are & snall organisation 
and whe’ we keep one or two out of the Party makes no 
aiffer: If we get into thel0-20,000 odd size it would be 
ludicrous to say that « could exclude. If there is a sound 
princin to say that a member of the armed forces could not 
be & sr we should stick yo 1t. Things thrown up against the 
Pa 


clude members working in munitions factories,not members 
be armed forces. Those who want to carry this are guided 
itimental 


outlook. Tt would be a sounder argument to ask 
was a principle tnvolved. 


yer .The case for incompatibility of membership of the 
rces and membership of the Party has been made out. When 
1d “elegate quotes clause 6,of the D.of P, it is a sound 
shable point of principle 


s far as I am concerned. It 
a weakness in those who wish members of the 


armed forces 
,oin the Party,but they don't argue that the onus is on us 

© establish our principles. If the S.P. were to pull up its 
sccks a little more we might find ourselves holding better meet= 
ings during such things as strikes otc. There would be a case 


ofparadox for instance if members were holdin 
other members were in the army. 


ut 
st 
te 
t 


g meetings while 
Newport Velerate. There is nothing incompatible in members of 
the arm orces taking up a Socialist position and the Party 
should adhere to the existing ruling. In some countries,firemen 
and police are 


regared as members of he forces. We might have 
to exclu@e policemen from the Party. It 1s one th 


ing to conscript 
someone, but abother thing to make bhhem do someth : : 
examine each case on 


ing. If we 
ite merits we have the necessary seive to 
keep out elements. 
Bloomsbury Valegate, If the Hampstead Velegate had read the whole 
of the D of ©, 


clause 6,he would have read the first phrase and 
he would have tncluded all sorts of people. 


Kingston Yelegate.There is a bit of humbug about this discussion 
because Wanpstead Yelegate only read out part of the principle 
concerned. It goes on to say that the Socialist Party wants — 
the working class to take control of those forces and that 

machinery of Government and convert them into the agent of éman 
cipation, “a 


> aan 
E.C.Member There is no principle in the D.of P. but the 
has recognised that membership of the armed forces 18 
Socialist and have debarred members who have voluntari 
as they are automatically debarred from membership. On 


to remember is that the Party is an anti-war Party nd 
cannot separate war from the armed forces, ; 


Woodgreen & Hornsey Velegate. Winding up : Mcst of the r 
arguments for and against the motion appear to have been 
forward - also a number of irrelevant ones. —— 

There does seem to be a tendency for some of the aT 
put forward to be based on experience which is now n 
to the present situation. 

A Paddington member mentioned the necesst 
contacts already in the forces as Party mem 
retain their interest. We would say that if 
to retain their interest those persons could 


members. Also, these are few and have to be 
man 


who might be put off by our equivocal 
nother ‘Yaddington membeBaid that civi 
control of military projects and plants. W 
absolutely untrue. Such ventures are at all 
control of the armed forcés,even though ti 
may be employed. 


aGe 


e mein point that we would stress is that members of the armed 
bos are active agants of the ruling class who are continually 
sing in ectivitios e6 contrary to tho interests of the working class | 
cn war, trike breaking and the suppression of democratic and 


rs rights. (colonics). 
pore rig . AMBNDISINT LOST 16 - 30. 


RESOLUTION LOST,.11 -40 
Item D. Hockney Branch. Methods adopted for Joining the ms 


Hackney Dolegate. When discussion methods of getting moro people to 
join the rarty, presont procedure for joining tho Party srose. Now 
members arc allowed to get the focling that they do not belong to the 
branch, they don't come along after a while. I think that in some way we : 


should encourage non members to come to a class which is spccificelly 


for non members. They would then have more knowledge and be able to take 
part in activitics when they joined and be integrated in the Party's ‘ 
activitios, They will be socialists beforo thoy join. | 


seston Delegate.This issuc is perhaps one of the serious and import- . / 
fut in the prcescnt life of tho Party. I have little doubt that at some 
time in the future when the Party is a larger organisation than at | 
present it may be necessary for us to have some special kind of class 
of that sort but I am frankly horrificd at the cvidenee of a lack of 
human fcecling that appears to cxist in some branches, of a lack of / 
responsibility towards the Party on the part of individusl members 
in the attitude thay show to visitors. When branches reccivo a guest 
who is having = look at the Party, first of all branch business is 
automatically put back and there should be a state of fricndly interest 
in this visit,and get to know members as individuals and the visitor if 
gradually carried on by the thought and life in the branch. It is | 
untenable that e visitor should go away without on attempt at contact 
being made. nekney's suggcstion is alright but I would stress the / 
Eda stones of “te king aon immediate and warm intcrest in ony visitors to 

ronches,. 


Lewisham Delegate. I am surprised to hear Hackney Delegate say that people ches, 
go out of = branch because of lack of interest. It is all tho more : 
y important that o branch makes sure that a new member is not left high 
i and dry. He should be incorpornted into the branch snd helped; that is 
what the branch is there for. 4 | 
. 


Wood grecn &H Dele I emin some measure in agreement with 
ackney dcler te, We must work out a training programme for new members. 
Thers should be aon initial book list, a list of all committecs, their 
functions and terms of refercnee and a collection of useful information 
in a booklet for branch organisers etc. 


Fulhom Delegnte. Wo guessed right about the purpose of this item end 
came to the samc conclusions as the other members who have spoken, 
We also thought of an introductory leaflet to bo given to new mombers; 
we should point out that members of the »ranch were there for the 
applicant to «sk questions of and discuss cny difficultics. We folt that 
one of the rensons for now mombers leaving was boccuse they were not 
suro about being able to buttonholc mombors. Now monbers don't Know al1 
about the Party and its attitudes and we should get out a leaflet. Also 
sugecsted in the branch was that ol1 applicants for memborship should 
be welcomed first with opon corms and sympathctic treatmontand advise 
thom to associntc themsclves with branches cond mombors for about 6 mthae. 
aoe8 oa sort of probationary period to obtain information ote. and then 
make application for membership. Theat would algo onsure that the 
applicant know wht orgsnisation ho w°s applying for membership of. : 


8 


Li torature. : = 


slington) "That this Confcrence considers that tho function — 
of the See Alist Stendord is entircly tho propg tion of Socinlist ideas, 
and thet the recent intrusion of poor quality orticlos, porticularly 


«tie 


Literature contd/ 


portisuls hose dcaling with book, theatre, film ond television 
oer) . i pee the cffcctivencss of the Socialist Standard 
as o >vopaganda journal- The Socinlist Standard in the vicw of this 
Confcrencc, must aim at thoorcticsl srticlcs on Socislist theory, | 
economics, politics, nd history; ond supcrficial esrticlos and comm 

arics which do not substantially put tho Party case shoulf not be 
publishcd", 


Amondmont Paddington Branch." That this confcrones considers that th 
function of tho Socinlist Standard is cntircly the proprgation of 
Soci-list idoass; it should ecxplcoin and comment on world cvents in ; 
widest scnse of the icrm - that is, of what gocs on around us. The Ee 
intcrest of the Socialist Standard must olways be politics, cconomics 
ond history" 


Islington Delcgate. The branch cngcgos in quite a lot of activity in 
sclling ths 8.S., sclling st least 20 dozen a month, C -nvassing is one 
of the most important activitios wo can indulgo in now 1.ith the decline) 
of outdoor mectings. Islington first complained about Decembcor about 
an article in the S.S. The 3.C. replicd thet thoy wore being guided 7 
by the 5.5. Iilvestig:tion Committes Report and that the article in their 
vicw was qhitc in ordcor. It is because we are dissatisficd with this 
article and the correspondence that we have placed this resolution on the 
agenda, We are not opposed to writers putting in the 8S.S. 

e articles reve 
iewing books or films. ‘© have also maderiticisms of articles in the Sede 
in the past. The present criticism is that these articles are not 
substantially putting the Socialist case. Recont articles in the S.3. 
hove been culogies of particular cuthors and playwrights and although 

c don't want the Deof P. in cach orticle, we do want the Party's case. 
G wont you to support this resolution and not the omendment becnuscs ours 
S moor specific. We don't hold the view that the S.S. sould necessarily 

omment on cverything that happens in this world. Ovr case is that tho 
S.S. should contcin primarily articles on politics, cconomics and history 
cnd there is scope for much to be written interestingly. 


Islington Doleg to 2. We hove no opposition to film revicws | 
they put the F. rty's cosc. In ths March issue there ie 8 2 
that Soci lists could not disagree with as a film rovicw. we 
function of the S.S3. should be the propagation of Social 
endorse the remorks that the main interest of the 8.8, m 
ccononics and history ond have stated this in our resolut 


Poddington Delos te. Sos.king to the Amendments Wa 
come bcfore the workers and attempt to tcll them ab 
tclling them of the greatest single idea that has 
Islington branch must bolieve that all that has bee 
prior to the *intrusion of poor quality articles" 4% 
this is so onc wondcrs why we have not had more re 
The logic of Islington's argument stands out as poo 
make intorosting skillfvl comment on oll aspects o 
scescms to me that Islington do not know the world i 
the role this party has to play. Don't pass anyth 
to prevent people writing... The very fact that an 
question of films, bocks cote. docs not procluda it 
cnt articlo .ny moro than on articlo on cconomics 
main topic which w should bo donling with. went 
o11 subjocts writtcn os wcll as thcy can bo ttor 
and not clamp down on anything a membor of .S p 


Paddington Dologste, Tho muin intcrost of th 
ecanonics ond history. “ict aro politics,¢ 
the qucotion wo must got fixed in our mind 
a political one determincd in its lest anel 
structure of tho timo. Political cconomy a. 
of socioty. If wo ignore any aspect of 
cancel out, because wo have omitted ona 


+ 
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Thooctical articlcos on thoir own give us only the mochanics of 

socicty without the cssonticl living humanity which nocessarily goes 
with it. .rt is today onc of tho most powerful modiume of cormmunice 
ation. There is not onc caspoct of lifc or social probloms that does not 
rocoive oxprossion through tho mcdium of rndio, T.V. films, books,cte. 
Must wo ignore thcsc, This party is thc onc which can icast ignore 
these aspccts, 


Hoekncoy Dolcestc. I wos under tho impression that the movers were in 
CHNGY VOLCE UC. 

favour of history, politics and cconomics, but o11 tho apockers 
including the movers are not opsoscd to rovicws. 


Fulham & Cholsoa Dologats.Wo aro ogainst the Islington resolution 
sna in favour of the Paddington onc bocause we think that 2 wider 
intcrcst will bo gaincd if tho contents of the S.S. interests 2 
widor fiold of pcople. If we limit the 3.8. uyoen Party mombors 

wont be able to road it. If people get the impression thet the S.P. 
is s0 isolated from other important cvents in tho rest of tho 

world that there is not cvcn a commentary or roxiow in the 5.5. they 
won't think vory highly of us. We theroforc welcome the inclusion 

of those revicws and wo think that thoy are good, and thatthey will 
be bottcr. They are making tho &.S. more intoresting to road. 
-C.Mombcr. Some of tho contributions secm to miss somothing that 
has hanponcd nd is likely to hoppen in the future, unlcss you 

watch what you are doing. If people don't know anything thoy don't 
lcarn from film reviews cte. It is not ths establishoi rriters with 
knowlc*~9 of things who writo these things, but a lot of pcopic 

who havo not got a firm grounding and have an itch to writc, who 

tako whot thoy think is the casy way but havo not the knowlcigo from 
our point of vicw to writc on those things. You should ist tho Zdite 
orial Committes know what you want in the 3.38. 


Kingston Dolopatc, This is bosically «= human problem becausc what with 
theso pious rcsolutions at cvory Confersnec, wo tond to forgct a very 
importnat factor, and that is that theses articlos aro not written by 
profcssioncl writcrs but by Party mombers who have a lot of other 

things on thcir hands ond writcrs whows have to tako very good care to 
replace by tho youngcr gencratiom, Thore is not & thing on which 

there is not a Socialist point of viow. If wo arc 4s critical of writcrs 
os these rosolutions socom to suggest, we would squash potenticl writers 
of the futurc and we ought te be a little more tolcrant of poopie who 
write these articles, an2 hope that these will improve. 


Bradford Dcologatc,. We are going to oppose the amondmcnt and the 
resolution »ccouso we think tho articles on films, pisys cte. ara often 
uscful and arc not always bad; somo arc very good and do help the 

Party casc. 


B.C.Mombor. This busincss hos becn raised by Islington & Camberwell 
branches writing in Sbout particulnr revicws which we think woro of 
poor quality bccnuse they failcd to put the Party's position. If 
dolcgatcs want fo ask if wo arc opposed to rovicws ss such they fail to 
mcct us on tho proposition wo arc putting. When party writcors mako iuke 
warm comments and culogics they arc only aping the litorary stuff in 
tho Sunday Timcsa or Obacrver. Such a writer is failing to do what only 
& Socinlist con do. 


It was agrecd to dofor voting untilSunday, and discussion centinucd, 

“9 
U.C.Mombcr.I had hoped to hear some rofsronee to the manner in which 
Tslington,prefaced by circular, had to say. I am propared to ogrec 
that porticular articles arc far from porfcct, but Islington put 
their criticism in 2 low and scurrilous mannor. Tho underlying contention 
is much biggcr than the question particularly of whether roviews of films 
etc.,ought to be in the 5.3. Thers is a much bigger issuc involved, 
tho contcnts of tho 5.6. as & whole. 


sh 
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4 vor tho nnnéeu ud of the 5.8. ond 3 
ag becn growing concern ovc he_ es ~ S30, 

reat Pi pddca to as tho ctrenletivu 19 droppings. Sois¢ of ee 
for the last 2 months (rut ineludod in tho Ry a re Be 3 so 
nt 3,700 « what hae mot the nocds of enpitelisn «7580. Not ae 
may not be mocting tho nocde of working people ne ae thomeal 
Capitaliam hos changed, but tho world thot mony Pe oP lodas this Sa 
has changed very much in 1959. You have got to :.ckno ot y 

Is it going to contain somothing that seoplc will buy Gnu Tone. 


adjournment was ot 530 pte 


Conforcnes wos resumed Fridey oftcrnoon St 2440 Dele 


smcndmonts to Rulc,. 


Resolution 4 P-ddingtons Delcte on linc 9 "showing N02ber in good 
financial standing" Carricd.33_ - 15. 


Rosoluticn 12. Woodgresn & Hornsay: Dolctoc in lino 6 “up to the 30th 
Soptembcr" nd the last threo lines of the Rule beginning 
with the word "V-cancies" snd ending with tho word"resign" 


Carricd 39-8,.. 


Resolution 13. Jnodgrecn & Hornseyscdendum to the rule as follows: 

"The ordinary cvening moctings of tho Bxccutive Comittee 
sholl commence as goon os @ quorum is prosont aftor 7.30 p.m. If there 
is no quorum by 8.00.0.m. no mosting shall bo held. Members not seated 


at the Exccutive Committee table by 8.00 p.em. shall be marked absent.® 


Lost ll. 35. 
Resolution 16.Paicingtons That the whole rule be deletod, 
Padcington Doloento, ‘ve consider that this rule is worthy of bein 


doletcd. -ny membcr of the %3.C. is barred cither from bcing - 
at Conference or Doleg-te mecting and this wo think ia u 


‘ew 


go by the board becouse we think it takes away the rig 
of the P-rty,namoly those who are on the Bece havi 
year's %.C. Today we are dcaling with last ye 
the prescnt E.C. is precluded from dealing 

nothing to do. This rule was duc to a cort 
in the 3.C. They thought that B.C.mombors ¢ 
move rcsolutions in line with decisions thoy 
held but I think the workings of the Party }f 
they can do anything on ordinary branch me 
procluds them from talking 2+ Confcrence. 
resolution which in fact backs up the 3.C. of 
ho has got the opporta&nity of doing that at h 
undomocratic rule os it dcb.rs ordinary par 
Conference and Dcelegatcs Mcectings and wo hops > 
have © froo hand will roolisa the importaned 
votc this yonr in favour, thoy will take tho : 

and which ?aidington have put cround, back to 


Basgilion D:lopntc. We are opposed and wo @ 
cgatc mis-quotc the rulo in ordor . 
have no instructions. The only remson the 


has bbon on tho %.C. whose work is unde: 
this. 


g 


cro was somo furthcr ciscussion on whothor the rule applied to mombors 
ef this yoors B.C. as woll as mombore of th E.C. whos work was undor 
Tevicw. The Chairmen said that the rulocloarly applied to both, 


.mondmont to rulc 16 - Lost 9 ~42, 


Rulc 20, Fulhom. ¢ Chcolsco Branch: That the first sontonce of the 
percgre jh roading "if domandcd by any dolcgate a card voto shall be 
takcn based upon the mombcrship ie the branches represontcd"be dclctod. 


Caorricd 26 - 23. 


G Pulham & Chclsca Branch: That tho words “enly" on linc 1 ond 
"tho full numbcr of" on lines 2 and 3 be dclctad. 
Lost ll = 24, 


Fulhaon & Chclscocs Bronch: That the whole of the first sentonco 
bo dclctcd ond the rest of the Rule be roworded to rend as , 
follows: "Candidates ba clocted to political offics shali be 
plodgcd to act on tho instructions of thoir branches locally, 
and by the Rxcoutivs Conmittoe nationally". 


Lost 16 = ste } 
’ 


New Ruls.Fvilhan & Cheolsoa Branch: 


Kulhom & Choleca Delcgatc. ‘ve of Fulham branch hove had many oscasions | 
in tho past to rc-cxamine our Conference proccduroe and wo place our 
proposal on this agonda now in the hope that it will at last bo seriously 
and carcfully cxsmincd. Tho dotails arc opcn to improving “mendments 

and the proposal ern only bencfit from constructive criticism. But lot us 
face the fact that our whole conforcnee proccdure is undcmocratic in 
the scnso that Party Policicos and programmes and alterations are largely 
dctcrmined by only those members who happen to attend thcir branch mo:tin 
when dclcogatecs wore bcing instructed how to vote. This, without ony 

regard to convincing argumentsand valid contrary points of vicw which wil] 
most cortcrinly bc put before them at Confcrenec Further, thc total 
mombcrship of the branchwcighs in ( because of our proportion= 
reprcscntsthon voting system) whothor or not they have a11 heard of the 
itom lct clonc discusscd it..nd morc important, without having 
cntortainced any cther opinion. What possible usc, oxecpt for considor- 
ation at the NEXT YEAR'S Conforencs, is discussion and carncst 
porsucsion when nocrly S1ll the Delogatcs have xlrceady boon instructcd 
how to vote and arc not in a position to change their minds. 

vuhatever cffcct 11 this verbal oxertion may have is, in tho 
niturc of things, largely forgotten before the time comcs to submit 
itcms for tho next yoors agondn. 

To be consistent ond assuming, hypotheticslly ~ hops, that wo 
retain our proscnt mothod wo should only allow discussion after the 
chairmen has asccrtaincd whcther or not there arc sony uncommitted 
dclog-tos proscnt. Wc would, to miintcain this consistcncoy, have to fix 
© minimum numbor of "froo hand" dologotes - sat six =- befors any dir-us~ 
aiov woro Mllowod. If there woro loss than six prosont the chairma: 
would order thevotc bo taken immediately. 

This you would novor get away with, of course, bocausc you 
ecnnot siloncc those who regard thc Confsronce as thoir legitimate | 
stcmping ground, .nd, of courso there are somo others who mersly ah 
to cxpress & point of viow. No, thc only thing to do Comrades i 
changs the wholc proccdurc. 
It hes often appoarcd to us to be a little short of ‘ee 
to speck ot great lcngth to tho cched aaa - if not the conver 
Yould our great Confcrenco orators speak with such : 
fervour if they iow that not onc dann voto would they win tos 
- bocnusse all had bccn dcocided in the seclusion of our own br 

Somc branchcs, with thc faocilitics ond timc,necdod, z 
the shortcomings of our proscnt procsdursc , try to overcome 
circulating 2.11 branches with © resume of thcir purpose in 
forword cn itom ond their arguments in favour. We think tha 
practico, besides boing unfrir to thoso branches which ore 
position to do likcwisc, is a very limited way of trying to 
Party policy. p: 

Sines our resolution -ths propcscd Now Rule - Lorgoly € 
our altcrnstive in ite wording, oll that nccds to bo said abou 
that it would remove the inconsistoncics in our present Confer 


 — 
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Procedure and would introduce 4 moro intelligent and sURIR ne th 
ascertaining the views of members 28 well as being more democrat 
On the question of technical difficultios we are of the oping. 
that the Conference report which we produce and distribute at pre 
could be expanded by the exploitation of ony shorthéend writers 
hevc, Or else we may have to hire and pay for one. Delcsates alre 
hove to report back to their branches (( or they should do = they 
in our branch$}) Surcly its not berond the capabilitics of delicgat 


: 
. 
a 


their branches of the pros' -nd cons' sf eny particuler item. The) 
proposed precis report will help them to do this. 

Finelly, don't come the old "it was good enough for my father™® 
Remember = change is good for the soul. especially when it is @ GE 
for the better, (Only 1 freco hand was prescnt at Conference }. 
Fulham & Chelssa. now Rule wess- Tho Dslerates at the Conference 
discuss the items on the Confercnee enda presenting the viows of 
branch, and - if at variance - tho views of individual branch member 
with the objcct of enabling the delcgates present to mike notes ond” 
report back to their respoctive branches the various opinions express 
thon brenehcs have considcred their delegates'reports (in conjunctie 
with © precis report of the contributions to the discussion at the 
Confcrcnce, copics of which sholl be sont to all branches) tho branch 
sholl then vote on o voting form which shall list all resolutions and 
recommondations raised at the Conference, Only those present in the 
branch may vote. The voting forms shell be scnt to Head Office and 
Copics of a master form, showing totals of votes cast, shall be sont 
all branches. 

In order to make this proposed new rule operative RULZ 22 to be amended 
by doleting "nd vote" on lino 7, and all after"'Conforonce" on line Se 


Resolution “/ood =roon & Hornsey. "Tht this rule becomes operative 
only when the P-rty possesses the necossary facilities for the product- 
ion and distribution of first class verbatim roports." 


Boling Dologate. Fulham's particular itm works against what the dcolegate 
hes bocn saying. Tre reason why dolegates have only one free hand is 
because the item has been on the agenda for 5 yours running and they . 
know what it i8 all about. 


Camborwoll Do-is=ctc,. The branch discussed this ct great length and came 
to the conclusion thot it would be vory cumbersome and incur a lot of 
cxtra work ond that its disadvantacos outwoigh the odvantages and there] 
fore wo are oppossd. 


Hempstcod Delogate. «bout frcoe hands it is not quite so simplo as Fulham 
thinks. In the case of on instructed vote wo are instructed by & majority 
of the branch. /<nomolios have occurred in the past but if it is _ 
casc that somebody is nominated in the branch who disagrces with | 
thing tho branch wishcs to instruct the dclegates to =: 
nomination. The main criticism in Hampstead branch a 
trying to put the procedure in revorso whereas now 
mode and discussed and instructions which go to Cor 
changed. Only those present at the branch undor 7 
bo cble to vote. This is a very. cumbersome ond pr 
arrive at protty well tho same concludion. 


tf ecodked to hear from the Genoral See: 


work would bo cntailed at H.O. “nd whether it would 1 


Goneral Sccrcotory. My viows os G:norcel Secretary 
are that wo are going to have a lot more work to 
much to do but if this is domocratically passed, 

to adapt oursclves to it. Wa would havc to oith 

the verbatim roport or train our own writers. 
writers on the platform and with the prosont | 
very nigh impossible to carry out what vulham way 


-~15- 
}GMBGRSHIP & ORG NIS..TION, 
Item for discussion ...Glasgow City & Kelvingrovo Branches. 


HYoad Office and Provincial Breanchos, 
LOL LLL LLL LLL ALLL LLL AAA LALL LLL ALD -- 


ugow City Dolorat., Our itcn is in tvo parts, one concerns 
vrospondence rolations with H.0. ani tho second concerns propegands 
-Lations with H.O. There are no aspersions being paased on 
eticular Party members, (He then spoke at great length regarding 
Yorm F. &G 


sont to H.0O.,Forms C,requests not complied with ond correspe- 

ondenes nob repliod to.) Regerding propaganda, two members went to : 
Dundes last yoar but the first intimation we had of this was when ; f 
it appsarcd in B.C. minutes. We hove ssked for spcakers for May Day 4; 
and heve great difficulty in ohtaining them, but members ere sent to 7 
Dundes without asking us in Glissow if we could send spoakors. There i. / 
have boon mectings in Edinburgh but they don't appear on the Master 


4 : ‘ = 6 ; 
Form C. We are complotoly unaware of what is going on until we sco it 
in &.C.minutcs or got a personal report. The Propaganda Committee | = / / 
could approach the two Glasgow brenches to soc what their resources “rc, 
nd there should bo closcr liason. / 
Lrma 


‘utirman, suddcstcd that much of this could have beon dealt with 


> 5 


an ; in 


aww VUFELIL 


the General Secretary, tho B.C. and the Contral Organisor and 
iit no satisfoction wore obtainod thon put it before Confcrcnec. 


Kolvinsrove Delog.tc. On tho surfaco this my eppear = trivicl mattor 
but it is not. vc wrote to the 3.C. to be reimbursed for expenses of 
Delegctcs. They asked for dotails and we replicd asking why. We refusod 
to do this on the grounds that it had not boen the practise in the 

past and so far xs we know there had been no now ruling on the mattor. 
Wo wanted to know from thse Financo Committce how much was grantod to 
membors by way of cxpenscs but reccived no satisfact ory answor. 

J11 this has = bad effect on the branchs thoy fool it is no good 
approaching H.0O. 


Choirmon,.suggosted thet delegates should try to speak to the Control 


Orgoniscr and General Scorctary to try to straighton these matters 
out end not discuss thom here. 


Resolution James & Powe(Nottinghom,) : "That this Conference 


recommends that the mattcr be rcforrod to the Central Orgenisor 
for carly -pcport back tc the B.C." 


od).: "Theat this Confcrence appoints 
thrce of its dolcgates to investigate tho complaints ond roport back 
to Conference on Sunday morning", 


Hampstcad Dologate.The fairest way for cveryone concerncd is to have 
3 dclcgates to investigate the mattor. 


Nottingham Delcgate.Wo aro opposed to the amendment as it is the Contrs=1 
rganiscr's job to look into the matter. Tho appointment of 5 dclagcts 
imputcs that thore is something wrong going on. 


Islington Dologato.I would support the amondment because I would liko 


to hear more about dclegatcs cxponscs and I think the Confcrenec should 
discuss that. 


y gate. I support the omondnent. I don't know if Confoer- 
enee will rocall that Glasgow City onec had oceasion to lapse 20 
monbors becouse of repeated failuro to poy ducs and answer correspondence 


Tho &.C. decided that they were not going to ratify this until thoy — 
had a Contral Orgonisers roport. Thot ) 


was cbout 5 yoars ago and Then) 
roport has not beon madc,. ; re 5 xi 
émondment Corriod 21 = 12. ¥ <n say 


Sub. Ros. srrocd. 


Rosolution H.&...Young (Hompstsna)"That Comrades Hom a ee 
be appointed", .GRs ~~. Cox i 


Litcrature) (Continucd) 


SSOLUTION 3» SAY 0?” ge 
Ri SOLU I a 2 Sot - 
Islington wclorato. I think. this is o mattor that is most impor on x ae ] 
particularly o6 tho 8.8. ie 96% of our propoganda. TabimeRaaiias a 
necuscd of 2 scurrilous attack on tho writers. I deny this. Wo Gam sO 42 
arti s not tho pe pee 2 I would quote "Subjoct Normal" Has the Pi oe? 
& Dp n courting? I would considor this 4 lot of rubbish, 2 we ie 
nous “°° by this article. If those kind of articlics got into thom ac 

: voy reluctant to offer them for solo becouse 1 should@@ ¢ 
ash \ this: it hos nothing whatever to do with Sowialioms 

Hic.) ta.It ‘ors that thoarguments for ond -gainst the typ 
of 6 shoul o in the 8.5. dont't somount to « principlos 
Tsl rc not opposed to roviowing films, books, otc. but to them 
qual f the cpticlos. i cannot quarrel with this but to what cxtomy 
do 9 to strte tho Porty case, It boils down to the quostion am 

wh. the best wa, - Gentuaniies -ting to pcople the Socic list COB06 

G havo never at pisc %o goach po apie at thoir om level. Lot us 
alse have articles on tepies which people can identify themselves withe 
Pad 1, 02 bee From what Islington Delognte has said we can come 
to ¢ blo ogresmont that none of us are always going to be sotis= 
fic it 3.5. In the Islington circular is an attitudo that 

conc. +r ‘ problems of the world in scncral only tho 5.P. have got 

ony” ys How only tho S.P. have somcthing to say nbout social 

prot a coplc can writo %s woll if not better than membors of 

the S.?. Ti nC. “have acro-c with tho goncrol spirit of tho report 

- the 4 vestigation Committoc when donling with this itom on 


Nottingham ~cloeg.tc. Islington Dologate has said that she is not attack 
Ing the wr "3 but the articles. lost of those “rtielcs ore from the 


writors clnss in by Ges*er vnd Vilmott and most of the viows of mombors 
of Te2° on bronch which 2 howo henrd ere divided as to whether it is 
the lity of the articics or the subjoct matter. This is sn attompt 


to cxpcrimcnt in « point of cont-ct. If tho branch is mcroly cttacking 
tho ‘rtielcs on the basis of gu lity thcy should say so. I can refer to 
ola S.3.'s with a lot of rubbish in thom. We must lock at it in tho 
Ligh fon oxperincnt and criticiso in = constructive mannor. 


E.C.Mcmbor.3vor since the 3.5. Investigation Committas 
hos bcon ot it mecting after mocting and the 2.0. Rave 
conclusions and perhaps some of you have not looked at 
before coming along with thio proposition. Islington 4 
viow oxpresscd by Confcrcnco on this typo of articig a 
a doelarntion of policy ond Poddington moved Gn Gmoendmer 
particclor scetion and it is now down to are you goim 
policy for futurc cuideneo or lonvo it os at present, 
thcse articlos have bcon oxagerntol on both sides on 
discussion we have had. Islington's rosolution is in 
cond would bc impossible to work. If this is passed 
of argument os to whether this rules out ony Fale of 
will havo to be cntirely the proprgation of Socis 
statomont of the &.S. Investigation Committco tricd to % 
ficld. The Z.C.'s st<tomcnt ig © much wider propositioc 
of thonuc two. 


r.port the B.C, 
arrives ir 


anendmont Corriod 34 
smcndnmon s Sub.Ro 


Rosolution 4. (Peddineton) That this Conforcneo 
the Socinlist Stindcord now forms tho most impo: 
and thet tho Party must bo proporod to spond = 
distribution and advertising of the Socialist 6 
invelvcs a grontcr loss on cach i+suo, - minis 
Nlloested to ee hoe the Socislist -teandar 
: tIsl eDelote “4% :inim 

9 advortisc % . boo cliot Standard*. ond a 
4s can bo afforded Be alIdeatod te rzdye 


~LT* 


Paddtngton Delegate.We are endeavouring to get delegates to look at 
the 5.S. in *ts correct perspective; as the spearhead of our 
propaganda. There can be no argument as to the falling off of outdoor 
propaganda due to chamging social habits and changing face of London. 
These outdoor stations were one of the main out teats of the Party 

in the sales of the S.S. The 8.S. 1s in @ very serious position; sales 
have declined to 3,700. Canvassing is the main way we now have to sell 
the S.S. but it {s not a solid foundation in ollking to canvassing 

for selling bhe S.S, We think we have got to spend money on it and 
have sufgested that at least a minimum of £10 a month be spent on 
advertising it. Members say the Party cannot afford to do this - that 
we should increase the selling price or increase the sales. Obviously 
the way to off-set this should be to increase sales. Advertising 
should be more methodical. We don't feel it was a waste of money to 
spend £20 on a meeting at Denison House and collect £20, but when 
dealing with the S.S. members panic about this. I don't think 
Islington's amendment is good enough. £10 a month will be forthcoming. 
It should be used in a co-ordinated way. The money should be spread 
Cus in a series of adverts perhaps in the same journal dealing with 
the various articles that appear in it and the sales should be based 
on subscribers. 


Islington Delegate.We think £10 is not enough by any means. 

anvassing 1s not being enough attention. When members talk about 

a fund for the S.S. they mean instead of canvassing, they will 
contribute money to a fund. I think this is rificulous. We often 
give theS.S.to people as canvassers, and contribute out of our own 
pockets. You have got to make time to canvass. One way of advertising 
the S.S.would be for a printing machine to print on all our corres- 


pondence something like "read the S.S.". 


Hackney Delegate.Islington says that £10 is not enough but Paddington 
branch says that £10 is a minimum amount. Paddington and “ack ney 


want as much spent on the S.S. as is spent on meetings. I submit that 
behind Islington's amendment is that the amount spent should be whant 
the E.C. say we can afford. Who is to say how much we should spend? 
Envelopes "read the S.S." would only be seen by those who receive it 
and the postman and would not have a great deal of effect. 


Bloomsbury Delegate. I don't think we can spend too much money on 
vertising the S.S.but we must be careful how we advertise it. 

If we find a good method, exploit tt. 1 am for the amendment because 

{t means no limit. 


Paddington Velegate.Delegates aren't getting what ‘addington is driving 
at. Every year we hear that sales are dropping for various reasons. 

We should be faced with the possibility of always subsidising the §.S. | 
The point is we should be committed to do something about expanding 

in the form of advertising. If we vote for the Islington amendment it 
would mean that the E.C.may decide that we cannot aiford anything and 

in consequence nothing would be done. Our propaganda should be centred 
around our journal and instead of worrying about the drop in revenues 

so far as contributions are concerned it would be a good idea to combine 
the two and make all party members automatic subscribers to the $.S. 
All menbers may not have the S.S. 


Amendment Carried 31 - 20. 


Sub.Res.Carried 37 - 15,_ 


Resolution 5. (Hackney & Paddington.): "That this Conference holds 

that there should be a@ correspondence section in the Soctalist 
Standard and there-fore instructs the Executive Committee that = 
1,Letters should be edited with -egard to length and interest. : 
{i,Letters from critics should-as now- be abswered in the same 
issue of the Soctalist Standard. — 
iil.Apprectative and helpful letters, as well as critical ones, 

should be published, and members of the Party encouraged _ ’ 

send Jetters expressing constructive views. i 


© 
org 

Literature Contd. Oe 
Amend.snt Glasgow City Branch; Delete from clause iii the words C 


membess of the Party encouraged to send letters expressing construs 
views" 


’ 


Amendment Hampstead Branch. Delete subsection iii. 


Paddington Delegate. This resolution incorporates the three pointe 
made in cection 7 of the 3.S. Investigation Committee's report; 
on the «abject of correspondence. 

item 1. "Letters should be edited with regard to length and 
interest". 

Sometimes ,what the correspondent has to say, can only be said) 
at length, and if the letter ts worthwhile it should be published 
in its entirety. On the other hand,many letters are long because 
the writer is incapable of expressing himself with economy. 

These should be cut with all due care by the editor. Editing 
& correspondence column also means selectivity; letters which in the 
editoré opinion are of no consequence should of course not be publ { shea : 

Item 2."Letters from critics should - as now- be answered in | 
the same issue of the §.8" 

This is of course quite in order. No letter criticising the 
Party, cox sinking information should be printed without a reply. 

Item 3."Appreciative and helpful letters as well a s critical 
ones should be published, and members of the Party encouraged to send 
letters expressing constructive views" 

As to appreciative and helpful letters, I put it to you that it 
would come as a pleasant surprise to find that people might happen 
to agree with what we have to say. Particularly if such letters came 
from people who had read the S.S.for the first time. 


It might even be that a writer had some helpful knowledge on a 
subject that had somehow escaped us. 

Letters from members of the Party should be encouraged,for there 
are many interesting points and observations which could not (and 
should not) be stretched into an article, that could usefully be 
contained in a Correspondence Column, 

If as the Editorial Committee state, that no or at least very few 
worthwhile letters are received, it 1s up to members to do something 
about this : start the ball rolling and make correspondence an accepted 
feature of the S.S. 


//Quote from Réesolution// 


"There is no paper or Journal of any consequence th 

run as a central feature, a correspondence column.” 
Not necessarily (lets face it) because they are 
their reader's opinions, but because (and note this) 
a selling feature. 4 


We on the contrary are interested in our 
we are also interested in as many selling fe: 
A correspondence column is often the fi 
read, becayse what other readers of the seam 


considerable interest to them. 


at does not 


a4 


I therefore submit to this conference, th 


resolution in the interests of an improved and - a 
Standard. 


Hamp stead DeLegate.hen we can't get corresp 
members writing in-disguise. It is.a fundame 
members should write correcting articles in 


it 
Glasgow City Delegate, We agre« with Pada! 
etters from members wonld be queer and cu 
that is why we have moved thi; emendment. 
other journals tn not tnviting ‘esters Iror 
board and members of ‘he staff. 2 
E.C.Member. On the general idea moout ex 
put forward are quite good and acceptad 
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correspondence in the S.S.and to what extent docs it 

19907" . . 

pura Paddington Branch has chosen to dig up what * pips eda in 
the last tro years and lay the responsibility on the Bditorial 
Committed. There is sn innuendo in Paddington's circular that the 
Edi too Committee mishandles the correspondence. This is not true, 
of the correspondence since 1957 when this began, most were about 
religion, 5 of the letters writien by Party mombers. There wero other 
subjects written sbout - which were useful and of good interest. If 
delcgates don't want this corrospondence they should make it clear 
to the Editorial Comittee. If we must have restriction, keep it to 
the limit, Scveral readers have written to say how much they 
appreciate the fact thet they can write in. Ne-one fecls satisfied if 
his political opponents cut down his letter. 


HAMPSTSAD “MENDMGNT LOST 21 ~ 50. 
GLASGOW CITY AMENDMENT CARRTSD Sl - 20. 


RSSOLUTION C.RRIED 40 - 12. 
"That the Jlitorial Committee be 


Rosolution 6. Paddington Brnch,: et 
Gnlarged to six members, oll of whom will he,o equal responsibility 


for the production of the Socialist Standerd" 

Amondment Bradford Branch, Delete “six" and insert instcad “five. 
/MSNDMENT LOST. 11 - 54. 
Resolution Lost. 18 - 32. 


THE ADJOURNIENT W..S MOVED - ..GRESD. 


SUNDAY SESSION. 


Itom for Discussion G, Islington Branch: The veluo of advertising 
the Party cnd its pamphicts on the onvelopes of all postal 
correspondence, 


slorate.We mre very mich concerned with advertising the 
arty's name and -ddross and Perty pamphlets on all envelopes used 
by the Party. 


Glascow City Delegate, We micht conoider having 2 franking machine 
with various slogans, which could be printed on all Party envolopes. 


General Secrotary. This was suggested many years ago and when I first 
bocaome Gon,see,. 2 reprosentative came to sec mo but ovontuslly ho 

agreod that unless wo wore using a lot of onvolopos, about 2-500 per day 
wo wovld not make the thing pay from © business proposition, There 

could be an adventage by having 2 stamp or having envolopes starmpod 

with a slogan. We might hove a try, 


Hockney Delosate..lthough I think slogen advertising on letters 
is of some veluo it is very limited. .11 frankod lettors have to be 
bundled up and taken to the Post Offico by - cortain time. 


Bx 3.C.Mcmbor] send out quite a lot of corrospondonce to thé 
avorywock Snd 1 think that all correspondence should be in plain 
onvelopes because some mombors might be ombarrossed by such a st 
on the onvolopo, iB 


h vy Res Ty} 7 E A 
Bloomsbury BroncheDolerotes mig did arias in tho post on oe 
ondence sent to mombers addresses as "comrade", > 


Kelvingrove Dalegate, We don't know how much it would cost, Hi 
at would bo put, "Postmon of tho world unite?", * 


. ty 
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Litorcture, Resolution 7.Hackncy Branch: "That the Guescutive Comusi tia 
bo instructed to incroase tho Sditorial Committec te six mombeors 
along the lincs sugsested in scction 5 of the Sooialist standard . 
Investigation Comnittesc's report® 


; > . ~ : s 
imondnent Bradford Branch, Delots "six" .nd insert instead “five™, 


Hocknsy Delegate. It must bo clear what is intondod in thie matter by 
now, nancly item 5 of the 3.S.Invcstigntion Roport. & think as at 
proscnt constituted the BHa.Com,. cannot act on this. Lotters which Gre 
too long are roturned to the writers for shortening. ¥. must Bake Sure 
that the Ea.Com. works officiantly. -rticlcs should be commissioned 
on topicsl issucs &s they come along. Thesc things could do sorted 
out if thore wos a larger comaittcc. 


Bradford Dce!-coto.We considercd this to be top heavy but wo have nos 
gone through tho report properly and owing to the division of labour 
sugccstcd in tho report we fool that this will be better ond don’t 
wont Confcrencoe to support our cmendmont. 


Gencral Scecrsobary. save information on the appointment of the 
new S.S.Production Commititce. 


Peddington Delogatc, I would like to amplify some of Hackney'a points 
which I am taking from tho Paddington Circular ro. long term planning 
if issucs. This is not as difficult as it may appear. It simply means 
working to a programme; so that the Committes can work towards a given 
cim over a ser period, the longth of which they can dotcrmine for 
themsclvcs. This would cnablo a senso of continuity to bo aohiovod, 
as wcll os making the work casiocr, booSuse it would climinate rushing 
to got cach issuc out within -. fow days. .rticles not of current 
importance can bo slloccted to a particular issue loaving sufficiont 
space for articles for articles if immediate intersst, 

Training ond cncouraginge of writers: One of the chief probleme of the 
di toris ommittece is tho suey y of appropriate articles, Thorefors 
it must be port of thoir function to train and oncourage writers. 

snd this I sugccst could bo the specific function of one mombor of the 
cormittsc, 


Bcguier ucotince with uriterg and othere_cqnecsned with the tanderds 


and writcrs is not in the least holpful. The supply of articles is 
dcpcndcnt in thc main upon what writers happen to send in. This in 
principle clone is no way to run 2 responsible papor R oth 
23 outlined in the Paddington Circulor should be held go the 

of producing thc 3.S. my be organised and co-0 ae i 
hopo to got complete coverage of world ovonts un 
the businoss of cllocaoting cortain jobs to cort 
study of, so thot wo my have woll informed artic 
Party thcoory, but on World affairs in soner 
retliso that writers must work togothor at 
this would be = considorable incentive to 


Nottingham Delogatc.The B.C. has in a ge 
of the suggestions of the 3.S.Invostigat 


the opcration of tho 3d.Com. has not chan; 

whose activitics are the samo as thoy 
morcly corrics out 2 tcchnical task. T 
six mombers of tho Hd.Com. is not that 
in lnyout but that thoy should have o 
a policy for the S.S. somcthing diffe! 
past. The 3 mombors in tho past have | 
boon ablo to koop a lisason botweon wri 
from the writcrs class rocontly runui 

who are woll swore of tho policy of # 
Committos who arc particulcnrly interes 
The 6 sre not to be tochnical spocia. 
We could not have on actual oditor. 


ae) r e 
> A -~nrA DS Free! 
8 t ,dfore Jologste. The "" 
Comm ttoc report whi: ze Me S.8-Invaetig- 


_C.Mombor, The agua 
<3 given the Bd. Com, 
fottingham Delegate: 

tho spirit of tho ge 
1. rcoport, it ig am 

{ n Jditorial Comm 


into opsration © resolution which 
iffcerent aspect this yoar. 

6 Hos carricd out tho lottcr snd not 

eoser is not o carrying out of 

"cnt pro: cite Tho Z.C. appointed 

; bors supplomcntod by o sccrotary ond a 
inyout mone The com da scorctery for yoars. Tho roport 
wsnted ag much att id towards now writors 8 possiblo ond 

“ nomkhor of the. Gciclly havo this tosk, This wos not 


¥Y 


dono and wa m in tho constitution of tho Ed. Com. 

Tho report 980 linson betwocn tho Bd.Com, ond tho 
Publicit hos not bocn donc. Tho B.C's rosolution is 

in no way of tho report. Tho S.S3.Investigetion Committee 


camo. ‘con 4 ho @d.Com's caso that thoro woro not cnough 
writers 1 stuff, 

: here hns boon very littlo said about the type 

itc succcssful in the old d-ys. 


x to champion the idcoa tht we should cbsorb into 
o¢ the C.L.35.C. Publicity Committco, writors class, 
‘etc, because 211 those pcoplo sre conescrned with th* 

5 8.8. when tho 3.C. came to consider how thay word | 
out tho proposols, thoy found .’c Slroady had «2 C.L.S.C. 
s to do this sort of thing. The S.S. is the rosponsiblity 
Snemborship and tho idoa of having © sales moo.cr.on the 
‘will havo any offcct on tho falling seles is not correct. 

* bo donc by tho recognition of the ecrucionl nocd for nore 


he part of tho momborship. 


sneton Delegate. We hive had two difforcent state icnts from the 
ia on this matter in the last fow yenrs - wo havo not had 

‘oient writers -wo wont moro orticles to co into tho 8.8. ond tho 
orinl mombors havo st timos had to write articlcs specially to fill 
up spaces. tso wo have bocn told that pamphlicts and the like boing 
writton by the Ed. Con. hove had to be shclved bccause the Sea, Com. 
havo boon too busy on tho 3.5. It docs not mean that wo have got to 

nave © rmeoting of tho 6 Ed, Co. members cach timc and thoy have to 

-agroce on overything. If somo mombcrs are doing other jobs such as 
writing otc. the othor mombers e-n do tho Bditorial work. I scé no 
ronson to suggest thet tho cditoricl bonrd would be cumbersomc. We cannot 
got a linson betwecon writcrs unloss tho cditorial board themsclvcs are 
good writcrs. If wc arc to improve tho &.S. we must have an cditoriaol 
ponrd which is clastic -nough to operate without the noccssity of includ- 


ing ©11 six nmombers. 


eae 
. "a 
ig 
at wo 


stead Delosatc. Hampstoad is supporting the resolution. I think 

c &.S.Investigation Committcs hnve gono 2 bit too far nnd overstated 
their caso becrusc if thoy hod not stipulated the functions of tho - 
mombcrs of tho Sc.Com.this would not havo oriscn. Thoy did say 3 mombcrs 
conccrnod with cditorinl "xtters, Rulc 17 covers oll contingoncics, 


B-CMembor.Paddington dclegates' contribution showed the weakness, 

hee ad wanted six members only 3 would be cngaged on the cditorial 

; Pa ieee pointcd out that it would not be ncoecssary for all 

prerene + he the editorial work, That is tho woekness of the 

at ae e + _ been found by cxporicnee the? thoy h-vs bocn able to 

een oi ono <8 officicntly with 5 mombers <¢ with any other 

m8 ies Parkes a woe fe be sound and sbove reprosch 
2 a 80, & a shou a . 

scc why this job cannot be donc by 3 ee Roly eandibe e y 


Cam Dolornto 

nocd eho tiate Surcly the Ea.Com., ore tha oncs to say whether they 

nowt tes fo “nce. d.Co, mcembor has montioncd in the past thet the 
iculty ariscs in getting the 3.3.out on timc, 
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Conference Adjourned for Lunch. wo et 
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A telegram sending Fraternal Greetings , from A.Hart of South Africa Vos ¥ 
was read, “90 
OY 
Sunday Afternoon Session. . so} 
Literatures | bo 
Literaturs, Contd. 
Fulham & Chelsea Delegate. It seems there has been much misunderstand- é 


ing on the purposes of these proposals. The spirit should bo rogarded 
rather then the details as they may not be quite clear. I think it 
means that the 6 members should have equal responsibility and that they 
should all be good writers and be able to replace cach other if necoss- 
arye I think the improved 3S. means a lot more work would have to be 
done and I think the function of the 3 Editorial members is large 
enougn..cork, and could not take on oxtra work and that is ono of the 
reasoms why the Ed. Com. must be enlarged. The whole 5 or 6 members 
would have basically one function - te produce the best S.S. we can 
possibly produce. 


Hackney Delegate. First of all it sesms to bo a fecling amongst 
certain members that the S.S. is not good enough but that it is not 

the layout or contenbs, but rathor that it ought to be canvassed more. 
You cannot push sales of ths S.S. by the mero process of canvassing. 
Outdoor mmuctings are not doad, but thoy arc not in a flourishing stato. 
It is the contcnts that mattcr whon wo aro sclling tho S.S. It docs 

not possoss those contents. From tho point of viow of contcnt of tho 
S.S. by and large it is a very inadoquato papor and I don't want to 
canv’2ss &@ vcry inadequate papcr. Thore can be a Committes formed that 
will help in that process. If wo want a bettor S.S. wo must take stepp. 
The B.C. has not attempted to carry this out. Within their limits 

the Ed.Com. has worked vory hard and vory well but it hae hot beon run 
efficicntly. This is not the fault of the Bd. Com. It lios in tho fact 
that tho task of the Ed. Comh=as becn too restricted to carry out things 
which are necessary. The type of contribution coming in from outside 
depcnds on tho contributions in the 8.S. The roport may scom a little 
arbitious but the Committoce said there wore scvoral important thi 
which should bo done which are not being done at prosent. They sug 
© sccretary which I think is the core of tho matter, If it is @ go 
idca give it = trial. Tho sccrotary could initinto a policy, 
writcrs ctce. The functions of the mombors could be i 
This has not boon soriously discussed Thorc has be 
discussion on tho E.C. The discussion has nover ba 
of the task wo havo in hand. The S.S.ts influcnee oa 
becn weakening scriously ond this has nothing to do 
revicws. I think you %2n produce more writers in t 
We have to think of long term policy - to crceato a 
cannot be done mcrely by running writors classes, 
and soul of the party. It is rov..id that wo must 


BeCeMombor. I am in agrooment with nearly everything 
t is casy to make this proposition look an oasy 

nical problem to produco the 8.8. each month. I | 
got tho answer to it. If tho quality of tho 8.8. hai 
conformity with tho lowcring of tho knowlodgo of ma) 

tho fincst litoernturc it will pilo up in tho ba 
want of activity. Wo must ask can we do moro 
circulation increased. Thero lios the remedy , 
5 mombers on tho Ed. Com, a 


Hacknoy Doleg-to, i 
In answor to the B.C.Mc 8 

then I seo the party dying, and that is all, 
ond we hops you will pass this rosolution 
it out in tho spirit wo intend it. 
st had e Ro BC 


t. 
~ «ie 
eR... as 


sa 


lution Be Voodgreon & & Hornsey Branch Bicction Manifestos. 

rr E this conforence instructs the Exccutive Committes to onaure 

tnt in any cloction manifestos this your our opposition to War and 

tho tcsting of nuclear, or any othor kind of woapons is made sbundante 
ly clcor, whilst at tho samo timo giving enrcfull considered arguments 
(showing familiarity with contomporary cntie nucloar-woapon literature) 
why wo do not support movements seoking adhors nts on the grounds of 
opposition to a porticular kind of war-farc" 


/nomanent H=cknoy Branch t Dalote “in any Hloction manifestos this 
and insort instead "literature is propored ,muking . ." 
Fur tho r dclete in lino 3 of the rosgolution tho words “ ia modo ". 


Hompstesd Dolorate, ..¢ the mover of the resolution and tho amondment 
aor not propared to speak, I will, Wo feol thot there aro dangere if 
this resolution ond omondmont aro corriod in that we attract the wrong 
type of pooplo along to the Party. ile have to be very ecarcful when 
speaking to people of boing idontifiod with pacifist movements 


and loft wingors. Our omphosis should slways be one of opposition to 
the capitalist systom. 


Bx 3.C.Mombor,. We should show our difforenco with the vicws of these 
people in our litcrature,. 


Hampstead Delegate, Wo in our branch thought it would open the door 
to undue omph2sis on nuclear disarmament in our clection literature. 


E.C.Memboer, Wo f£clt the resolution was unnecessarily restricting. 
Our manifesto in the Borough Council clections must be limited as to 


numbor of words 2nd wo may not wish to uee this matter in our election 
literature. 


dgiondmont Carried 27 - 18. 


Sub Ros Corriod 30 - 15. 


REPORT of Conference Comittee on Koalvingrove ond Glasgow City Complcints 


Hampson For the Committee, The Committees was set up to investigate 
complaints by the two branchos. Concorning Propaganda -ctivitios they 
did not consider thore had been cnough linson between H.O. ond the 
branches. Thcoroe were scvoral financial quostions mainly concerned with 
delegates cxponscs and thoy mede several criticisms and complcints : 
which boiled down to the lack of linson between the two branches cond : 
H.O. - lottors going astray otc. We brought in ropresontatives of tho 
propoganda committcc and somo 3.C. membors. Our suggestions and 
recc~“ondations aro as followst- 

(1) PROPAGANDA. That in future any propaganda proposals for Scotland 
should automatically be communicated to all the brenchcs cand groups 

in Scotland ond st the same time asking tho branches and groups to 

coropcrate and give ossistance if possible. 

(2). Thot the propnganda Committoc and the B.C. when they cormunic:to 
with the Scottish branches dhould deal with official branch represent- 
otives ond not individual mombors,. Some criticismce arose of cscs 
where cormitteces had communicated with individual mombers which rosult- 
ed in o11 sorts of things going on without the knowledge of the 
branchos, 

(3) /. specific criticism about correspondence which has been going 

on between tho 2 branches nd rhe Pron.Com. about poyments of ad 
and expenses to individual mombere. Thc branches wanted to got 

general idca of what had boson going on and the general exper 

There has boon somo doloy in replying from the ©rop.Com, 
Cormmittes will be communicoting with the 2 branches vory | 
Genorally, On the gucstion of Propaganda tho comaittce ar 
opinion that there has boon & lack of linson betwoon the Fre 
end the Scottish branches snd we suggest steps bo token to- 


' x 
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oneo nd in partioular dcleg-tes' oxponses,. «ll sorts of 

Ovo ariscn cond the history of the last fow ycars of those 

2 branches socoms to be rather vague, and ill defined. 

Recommendation: Tho lack of any definite rule or proccduro must incovite 
ably lcad to such cascs. The B.C. should look scriously into tho whole 
question of delegstes' cxpenses and ropresentation and Dolcgate 
Moctings and Confercnes ond perhaps consider if they think it worth 
whiloto sppoint a small committes to look into tho mtter and roport 
back and tako ony action. Tro B.C. wy themeclves want to look at the 
matter rothcr than a cormittoec. Cortain decisions secm to have boom Mads 
on the spur of the moment and there is a lot of confusion about the 
whole question of delcgatcs' wxpenses. The brenches did fool, rightly 

or wrongly, that the branches were suffering undor a lot of rosontment 
about various things. One thing was that thoy had a lettor from the 
Finance Cormittoc to whose terns they rathor objcctod. We do think that 
the lottor was rather rogretably worded and the branchcos' resentmont 

on that wos quite justifiod. We got the impression that thore havo boon 
faults on both sides most of which arcassociatod with difficultics of 
branches being so far away and to communications by lotter lacking clarity 
etc. 

(5). General liagon between H.O. nd the 2 branches on corre spondsnce 
etc. Wc did not have timo to go into this but we suggcost that Kclvingrove 
and Glasgow City branchcs should make a list of the various complaints 
under this hcading and any probloms they think arisc and communicate 
this to tho E.C. <or the B.C. to considcr and give the 2 branches a 
report. I think the mecting goncrally did some good. 


Resolution Young (H-mpstead & Frencis (Islington) "Tt the report b6 
edopted and recommendations be forwarded to the B.C. for its consider= 
ation", AGRESD. 


| FLOOR R&SOLUTION Cox, Fulhon &Chslscs) & ky (P:.ddington) : 


"Tnat this Conforence rocormends that a sum of £10 vor month 
in addition to any amount spcnt on advertising be used for 
improving the distribution, production ond quality of the $.3.# 


Fulham Deologato.ic folt that if thesc other factors which we have ~ 
mentioned wore left out of this resolution, our aim would not be fully 
achcived - that it would be 2 good thing to spond £10 but that there 

r wag a necd for financial assistance towards the improvement of the 8.8. 
os apart from ndcertising. ; 


RE 


SSOLUTION CARRIED .6 - 7. F 4 
chris 


Item For Discussion F, £2 .agcu City: Improvements to Party Literature. 


Glasgow City Dologato. We think thore could be great improvore 
layout of the 3.6, svt we also fccl that the whole membership 
down to the Dusinoss of solving the problem of the 


oe 


= OnE 
Dartford Dslogate.Ti:re must be certain techniques for 6 
There must be some reason for the downward trend cf sal 
orticles may not be so good, We should conecntrate on 
convessinge le 
ot 
Fulham & Chelscn Dulosate. Some of the points raised 
branch would help towards the cnd of improving Pa 
branches should do all thoy can to help in produc 
Perhaps we could ask for cuttings of interest and 
journals ctc. togothocr with the knowlcdge that 
is in mombcrs hands, 


PROP..G..NDA. Itom for Discussion B. Hackney Sronchs - 
end methods o nancing ite 4 

Hacknoy Dolegate. Wo sont round o circular on rn 
arty and havo visited somo branches. We sugges 


go into any regular activity we wanted ao regular 
at the moment who are thinking of doing sone thing 


F a 
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sil 0 in sorio) + thoir plans ~7¢c limited by tho fact that they 
heaton Chior ‘I: succostcd there sre some mombers who now donate 
poet ously but it spasmodic. I don't think this is 2 very businces- 

norousily UT Lu I BINO GLU es p- ee * 

a dei '~ -~o suzcosting that 211 P rty Members through their branch 
socretarics shal 1 be osked to onter into & voluntary agrcomont with the 
tents ta 0 to ns of noy which thoy can afford with the promisc that 
this will bo rogular. Teo Party will them know what income they will gc 
rogularly,and be oblo + udgct for rogular activity. Wo conld have 
loreo cye catching stcrs. vuld nocd a paid socrctary cond paid 
r anisor,. could thi: in tor ft ockly 3.8. 

Canborwoll I tc.Tic bronch has discussed this and como to the 
conclusion that this is doomed to failure from the start. Me>bers cro 
toxod cnough n py farcs to ond from H.H. :-estings, donations cote. and 
we are of thc inion that the P rty should get thoir money at moctings 
and by sclling litcraturo. 

Lewisham Delosate.Trs branch is oppos @ to this idea as wo sao 2% in 
the form of a lovy. Our tronsurors have cnough of & job to got tho ducs 
paid. To nass resolution of this sort at Conferenco you have go’ cee 
that the =machincry is in operation to collect it and how arc you going 
to onfores it. It won't mean a thing without a rule of Some moons oF 
collecting. It would become a condition of momborship. 


Bhoonsbury Delogcte, Tris cucstion has been going on for many yorrs. We 


has 2 hot nectings on a levy yoars ago and it was turned down, whon 
something worthwhilo comes slong, tho money will be forthcoming. 


Hacknoy Dolosats.The rrason those proposnls have beon put forward is 
to gct things rcgulsrised beoc&use wo think one of the *sscntials for y 
putting thc Party on & progressive basis is first to got oursclvcs on 

sound finencial basis. 5/+ is about an hours wages ond wo think 
members should bo propsrod to put this in. We recognise thcro will be 
pcople precluded from doing this. It opens up 2 wider ficld of activity 
for propaganda , sdvortising ctc. 


B.C, Mombon. I would like delcgatcs to go to thiir branches and discuss 
this. Thcro is the question of where is tho Party's moncy to comc fron. 
Thore havc bocn resolutions pessed for finencing the 3.3. advortising cte 
and it all costs noncy. I don't think there should be anything in the 
way of = financial obstacle to mombers boing in the Party. 


Ex H.C.Mombor.I would liko to throw out the suggestion that the 
Confcrenco calls branch tressurors to o mecting to discuss Party financc. 


FLOOR R3SOLUTION, - Glassov (Hackney) &Read Hacknsy)3 


"That this C-nfcrenee recommends that branch sceretarics cnquire 
into thc possibility of gotting mombers to contributo regularly on a 
voluntary basis for the purposos of paid propaganda". 


Hackncy Delogate. Wo havo al reemy discussed tho itom, and the réesolut- 
ion oriscs out of the discussion. The wholo point is to gct a regular 
inconic. No onc is suggcsting a lcvy. ‘&% are thinking of those people 

who nover comc to the branchos, Even duss do not stand in he way of 
monmborship of tho P-rty. Don't so to the pictures onco a wock » meke 

& sacrifice for tho Party. 


Fulham Doleg.to, If wo don't pry the moncy wo got no results. Here is a 
good suggestion, Those who eannot afford anything arc in tho ninority 
as aro thoso who contributp £100. Our branch is of tho opinion that 
unlcss soriothing like this takes ploec, wo might as woll shut r> shop. 


£ 


Kolvingrove Dolozatc, The rool position is that it is 5 waste of ting. 
oy ought to scnd their donstions to H.0. {ite a lot of mombors domato 


mors than 5/- % wock.e Thc Party should engage in activity which brangs = 
in moncy. a 


x 


B.C omer te bre dclognte has still got to got hold of the other = 
nombors of his brnnech sport from tho 12 active onos to got their money. 


“ay 


‘ an e ? - 
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10 whole scheme deponds on 700 »ombers contributing 5/- a week. 
The declining income from sales of the 8.S. is a reflection on the 
declining activities of tho Party. . good guide would be to look 


at tho return of the annual ballot for §.C. mombors. 


Hampstead Delos 
ero is no compu 
rary s 


to. I don't seo any harm at oll in giving this & trial. 
sion about it and the figure of - is purcly arbite- 


.C.Mombor. This is not merely for and against. The fact of taking 
port in Party activity is oxponsive, c.g. cost of mombers cching to 
Confcorence this wockond, 


B.Callambew Tho active members here sre already committed to their 
branch funds ond other contributions ar mooetings ote. Hackney 

should try this is their branch and soe that it is not a practical 
proposition. We must first hove a programme of activity before wa get 
the money out of mombers, 3 


or-anisod offort. Wo cannot havethe money until 
but wo enannot have the activity until we have the 


Rosolution Carried. 19 = 15. 


BLECTORAL ACTIVITY(Porii ntary Committee.) Wo cre asking for funds 
in viow of tho Lg ape poy ‘elo ction ond wo nooed help for addressing 
envelopes from 7th .pril. 


Nottingham Delog:.te. Electoral activity is mainly concerned with 

tho Pec ty 6 C a0. fe may consider oloctoral activity is not just an 

affair of the momont but croate the idea that in tho sonse of making 
socinlists it is there all tho timc and I would like membors to 

considor the continuntion of this sort of concontrated offort which 


could toke place in Nottinghan. 


B.C's Roport to Conferences was adoptod 
on tho motion of Mitchell (C-mberwoll) snd Devereaux (Bradford). 


itom H, Bor DiscussioMep-ddineton. Tho Socinlist ttitude to Rent 
control. 


Paddington Dolog:to. This wos put on tho .sonda because of the 
controversy written by various members on this subject. Thi 
necessarily the viow of Paddington branch as tho branch 
discussed hero. In Forum wo had two opposing points oy 
Trotman says the Party should have made some pets 
rogard to rent control. He wes saying the Party gh 
control. H-rdy put tho Party's point of view that 
solve the problems of ront control is to get Secis 
pointing out thet that sort of orgumont is O11 righ 
affects one porsonally. Tro working class attitude 
ists cre quick to sioze upon. This ides has boon mong: 
are two sorts of people, thoso born to load and tho - 
stupid ond nood to bo led. ‘ile it may bo all va 
make o& correst analysis it docs not carry sympathy 
in my viow with 211 that I havo been saying on tH 
Are wo putting our propngands in o woy in which? 
all their contrndictions ond apathy are likely te 
towards. I don't want to sce any momber saying 
struggio for rent control or ony roform at & 
workcrs bout Socinlisam. It is noccssary to 1m 
relation to Socialism. We don't cot over to Wo 
I think Trotmon hrs sonothing by sanying it is 
stctemoent of facts which interosts workers but 
thinks thet the Party should take sides on Fores 
to it. 


* “27 


hink the problem fer the Party is to comment upon covery ar 
of tho cconomic ond politiesl situation including cvory thine 
nunan beings do in a woy which ean be attractive ond acceptable and 
ome thing which will srouso interest without emasculcating our D.of P, 
aritnr inc nto ; A 
nad deteriorating into rofornisn. adc lingto, ; ts attitude oom 
1 is H-rdy's view that this P-rty is not reformist but should 
1t on reforms and show their inadequacies. I think that Trot-e 
i he vorgo of putting @ reformist position. I take the - 
itude that thore is a divergence of opinion betwoon Mayes, ’ 
Ais 


Trotman ond dy. Hardy's article is on unsympathetic approsch. ) 

B.C.) nber. Tc statement in Forum is an 3.C.statemont. The Sconomics 
of Ront Control wos on article in tho 8.S. ind when dealing with the 
cconomics of rent control one is not conccrned with taking 2 warm= 
loodcd attitude. Walters rcads Trotman's article as saying that we 
should support rcnt control. What carthly good would it bo to the 
prking class if th S.P.did put it a record that we support rent 

itrol. It would be of no uso whatevor to the working class 7nd it .- 

vould of course be fatol to the S.P. nd tho Party has in fact on this 
ossuc donc somcthine 2nd that is that rent control has never been in 

the interests of tho owrking class. Trotm =n put forward an a re 
about cvictions but this has nothing to do with rent control at all. 

The &.P. has tckcn the correct attitude on this mattor. Some groups 

h made sore incidcntal gain. We have to look at ront control from 

ti int of viow of the working class. Tho Party has never beon 
concerned with ront ntrol but when tho owrking class heve boon in a 
good bargaining sition tho cnpitsrlists have wnnted to bo in 5 position 


to nnkw WE70 rostrnints and rent control was ono way of doing it. We 
id don't bolicve you will goin by wogo restraint, but struggle j 
for highcr wages. The Party has be sn right to tell workers usc your 


non the industricl fiold. The Party has mido a rool contribution 
not to the people who htwo boon advocating rent control. Cortzin 
ncnbors “re under the impressicn that some members since 1910 aro 
prep red to act difforcontly tow-rds some usoful roforms. This was not 
truco. Tho 1910 controversy had nothing to do with somc roforms boing 


good or bed. It mde no difforcneo to the Party's attitude to reforms. 


The Party's way of stating its opposition to 
roformiagn doos in facet tppenr to bo colds This businoes of reforzian 
is not =n onsy thing to put ccross to workors. Wo must remomber that 
8 woll “s prooching Socinlign more inportant is to talk cbout tho 
nmalysis of Capitsliem and what workers must do. 


Pulhom 2o nto.FPulhom is involved in this mattor to the ectent that 


Moycs is = mombor of this branch and ho raisod the question beforo 
the branch ond csked the branch to donl with it. This matter of ront 
control hns bocn raisod to the lovel of roforms in gonoral. Ho 


queried the clarity of the Party's position in reg=rd to reforms in 
gener.l and read out statements that appenred to mo to roquire 
clsrificction 


B.C.Mcmbor. This is 2 very old chostnut. It is o discussion really 
whcthor tho G.P. should support reforns. We should try to to one nod 
op between the cold sciontific approach and & moro synp..thetie a 


saelictoks If ~ Socinlist M.P. -ocs forwars on tho basis of oa 
ian tho fact of one socinlist getting electod in isolation wot 
iz or that you had one lone constituoncy struggling for Socials mate 
we support reforms wo wouls got stamped in roformicen. 


This rofcrs spocificslly to ront control not to — 
arty ie clonr in thot it opposes anything which ai 
working class unity. E 


3,.0,Momboy. Pulhom Branch should read GSociclism sgnin. If you ax 
Tovour of ront control you will go on to bo in favour of othor 
This is the reason for our opposition to declaring on our teat” 
that we are in favour of sny porticular roforn. 


